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New Fund Advisor 
Portal to replace 

DonorCentral
A new Fund Advisor Portal has replaced DonorCentral, 
improving your user experience for requesting grants 
and accessing fund information. This system launched 
in early May, with additional online features coming 

soon over the next few months.

Access the Fund Advisor Portal  
at cfcollier.org.
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Gulfshore Playhouse Grant is 
Opening Windows to the World

Actor Willem Dafoe once said, “Great 
theatre is about challenging how we 
think and encouraging us to fantasize 
about a world we aspire to.”

The Community Foundation of Collier 
County is inspiring local school 
children to gain new perspectives 
with its $17,000 grant for its education 
programs: ThinkTheatre and a locally 
written Holocaust play that Gulfshore 
Playhouse takes into Southwest 
Florida classrooms. According to 
Community Foundation research, only 
five percent of Collier County students experience 
theatre, while 29 schools are classified as Title I - schools with high concentrations of low-income 
students.

ThinkTheatre partners with a class for 8- to 12-session residencies centered on Shakespeare, 
mythology, storytelling, and poetry. Gulfshore Playhouse Director of Education Hester Kamin said 
they collaborate with teachers and students to interconnect core curriculum with the chosen 
project, which culminates in performances and poetry readings.

Part of the grant supports presenting the 35-minute play, “In Flight: The Story of Sabine Van 
Dam,” written by Kamin in partnership with the Holocaust Museum and Education Center of 
Southwest Florida, in classrooms. “We have a very elaborate discussion about Sabine’s story and 
the Holocaust after the play,” she said. Since late 2017, it has been experienced by 7,000 audience 
members. The grant has taken it into seven Collier schools.

“Many students in Collier County have never seen a play, participated in theatre activities, or 
worked with professional artists. Being able to work with them not only provides them with an 
exciting cultural experience, it opens them up to exploring history, world issues, their own abilities, 
to building confidence,” Kamin said. “We feel incredibly lucky that we’re able to reach people in 
these ways because we really see the light in their eyes.”
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Students in action with the ThinkTheatre in-school residency 
programs


